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Ambassador Robert Ford Presents Credentials to President Bashar Al-Asad
January 27, 2011

Damascus — This morning | had the great honor of presenting my ambassadorial credentials to
His Excellency Bashar Al-Asad. | am extremely pleased to be back in Syria; | had the pleasure
of traveling here twice in the 1980s. My wife and | loved the country — its interesting places,
culture, history and lovely people. I’m very happy to be back here enjoying the delicious food
for which the country is famous.

Relations between the United States and Syria often have been challenging. President Al-Asad
and | talked about some areas in which we hope to identify mutual interests and ways of
addressing them that serve the interests of both of our countries. President Obama sending me
here is proof that we are committed to try and solve the problems between our governments. |
very much look forward to the opportunity to meet with the Syrian people in the months ahead.

HHHE



@Muga

Embassy of the United States of America in Damascus
Tel: 963-11-33 91-4444 Fax: 963-11-332-1456  Web: http://damascus.usembassy.gov/

M) ey i ) () oot (3190 Al 3588 gy el
2011 (bl AN Gsils 27

Balas () b galie) (31 ) ol anaily il 3 anae (o pd o ) Flua s 8l (B0
L ) el J8 Cpe odead 28 Ay e ) asel ohiTan 5y peae G Y1 i G )l
G g A8E 5 (S o8 4y ) sad bl L Ul g i g ) bl (3 il 8 (3 3
M\ehuh@mu\unm&\oqjﬂhfhmm.n@a\ eMMu‘j).\M&_IMQ_IMJ
AL A 4y eidy (A

Gl g aaY) i (et ) cGand S5 4G ) gu g saaial) LY sl (g ) cuilS Lallal
2253 Lgme el 5 ka5 35 e gellocae L 2 Jals (01 5531 Ginmr Jm Lo
Oseile Ll e ) g L ) il Wbl Gt ) a8 o) L calil) SIS mdlias

B ol Cadll plal da B ) TS allail () Lidie S (p COSEAN a5 A laally
Al sy

HHHH



